Sunday, December 10, 2023
27th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 2

Troparion:
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead!

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out: O Giver of Life!
Christ our God! Glory to Thee!

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give
you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your
father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world.

Kontakion:

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead
arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee! And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee
forever.

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry
of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you!

Prokeimenon in the 2nd Tone:
The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.
(Vs.) The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.

Epistle:
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Ephesians. (Eph. 6:10-17)

Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but
against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your loins
with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the
equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench
all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God.

Alleluia Verses:
May the Lord hear thee in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob protect you!
(Vs.) Save the king, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call to Thee!

Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke. (Chapter 17:12-19)

At that time as Jesus was entering a certain village, there met Him ten lepers, who stood far off and lifted
up their voice, crying, “Jesus, master, have pity on us!” And when He saw them He said, “Go and show
yourselves to priests.” And it happened as they were on their way, that they were made clean. But one of
them, seeing that he was made clean, returned, with a loud voice glorifying God, and he fell on his face at
His feet, giving thanks; and he was a Samaritan. But Jesus spoke to him and said, “Were not the ten made
clean? But where are the nine? Has no one been found to return and give glory to God except this
foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go on your way, for your faith has saved you.”



